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1
RESOLVER INTERFACE

BACKGROUND

The present invention is related to resolvers, and in par-
ticular to resolvers employing multiplexed signal sampling.

Resolvers are used in a variety of applications to provide
position feedback. For example, resolvers are oftentimes
associated with actuators to provide feedback regarding the
state of the actuator (e.g., open, partially open, closed). A
typical resolver includes an excitation coil and first and sec-
ond secondary coils positioned 90° out of phase with one
another. An excitation signal supplied to the excitation coil
generates corresponding output signals in the first and second
secondary coils. By comparing the phase of the excitation
signal to the phase of the output signals, the orientation or
position of the excitation coil can be determined.

Typically, a resolver monitors the excitation signal and the
corresponding output signals simultaneously to determine
position. However, in some applications, a multiplexer is used
to sample the respective signals successively as opposed to
simultaneously. For these applications, the resolver position
is only determinable within a 90° range. If the resolver posi-
tion rotates more than 90°; the position cannot be determined
without knowledge of the quadrant in which the position is
located. For example, a first quadrant may represent angles
from 0-90°, the second quadrant represents angles from
90-180°, the third quadrant represents angles from 180-270°,
and the third quadrant represents angles from 270-360°. In
these applications, the magnitude alone is insufficient to
determine position.

SUMMARY

A resolver interface includes an excitation coil, a first sec-
ondary coil, a second secondary coil, a sampling circuit, and
a controller. The excitation coil receives an excitation signal
that generates first and second signals in the first secondary
coil and the second secondary coil, respectively. The sam-
pling circuit includes a multiplexer that samples at least one
period of the excitation signal, the first signal, and the second
signal, individually. The controller is configured to calculate
a sign of the first signal and the second signal relative to the
excitation signal, wherein based on the calculated sign of the
first signal and the second signal the controller determines a
quadrant of the excitation coil and based on the determined
quadrant and magnitudes of the sampled first signal and sec-
ond signal calculates a position of the excitation coil.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a resolver interface according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating quadrant calculation
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a waveform diagram that illustrates calculation of
the excitation phase delay according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a waveform diagram that illustrates sampling of
secondary signals based on the excitation phase delay accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG.1is a block diagram ofresolver interface 10 according
to an embodiment of the present invention. Resolver interface
10 includes square wave generator 12, excitation counter 14,
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2

filter 16, excitation coil 18, secondary coils 20a, 205, and
sample circuit 21, which includes multiplexer 22, input filter
24, and analog-digital converter 26. Controller 28 determines
a position of the resolver (i.e., of excitation coil 18) based on
the magnitude and sign of the monitored signals as provided
by A/D converter 26.

Square wave generator 12 generates a square wave signal
having a defined frequency based on the count provided by
excitation counter 14. Filter 16 shapes the square wave signal
into a sine wave excitation signal having a frequency equal to
that defined by excitation counter 14.

The sine wave excitation signal is supplied to excitation
coil 18, and monitored by multiplexer 22. The excitation
signal provided to excitation coil 18 results in the generation
of secondary signals (labeled “COSINE” and “SINE”
because of the 90° phase shift between them) in secondary
coils 20a and 204, respectively. The position of exciter coil 18
is expressed as an angle 0 relative to secondary coil 20a. The
magnitude of the secondary signals COSINE and SINE gen-
erated in secondary coils 20a and 205, respectively, depend
on the angle 6. In addition, because excitation coil 18 rotates
more than 90°, determining the position of excitation coil 18
depends on the phase or “sign” of the secondary signals in
relation to the excitation signal.

Multiplexer 22 samples the excitation signal and the sec-
ondary signals COSINE and SINE generated in secondary
coils 20a and 205, and provides a multiplexed output to filter
24. The filtered output is provided to A/D converter 26, which
converts the analog samples to digital signals that indicate the
magnitude and sign of the monitored excitation signal and
secondary signals COSINE and SINE. Based on these inputs,
controller 28 determines the position 6 of excitation coil 18.

Because the signals are not monitored simultaneously, the
phase relationship between the excitation signals and second-
ary signals is not known based on a simple comparison.
Therefore, additional steps are taken to determine the sign of
both the secondary signals SINE and COSINE, which in turn
indicates the quadrant in which the position angle resides.
Described in more detail with respect to the flowchart shown
in FIG. 2, controller 28 samples the excitation counter used to
generate the square wave signal and determines the excitation
phase delay between the start of the square wave signal (e.g.,
counter equal to zero) and the peak of the monitored excita-
tion signal. Based on that information, controller 28 can
determine the corresponding peak of both the monitored
SINE and COSINE signals. To determine whether the corre-
sponding peak is negative or positive, controller 28 compares
the peak with samples 180° out of phase with the peak. If the
sampled peak is greater than the out of phase samples, then
the sign or phase of the monitored signal is positive. If the
sampled peak is less than the out of phase samples, then the
sign or phase of the monitored signal is negative. Based on the
determined sign of the SINE and COSINE signal, the position
quadrant (e.g., 0-90°, 90-180°, 180-270°, 270-360°) can be
determined. Then, based on the determined quadrant and
magnitude of the monitored signals, controller 28 determines
the position 6 of the resolver.

A benefit of the present invention, is all signals are pro-
vided through the same sampling circuit hardware (e.g., mul-
tiplexer 22, input filter 24, and analog-digital converter 26). In
this way, a bias that may otherwise be introduced by sampling
all three signals simultaneously via different hardware ele-
ments is remedied by applying all sampled signals through
the same hardware configuration.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating quadrant calculation per-
formed by controller 28 according to an embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 2 is discussed with reference to FIGS.
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3 and 4, which illustrate graphically the sampling of the
excitation signal and secondary signals, respectively, along
with illustrating calculations performed by controller 28.

Steps 30 through 36 are described with reference to FIG. 3,
which illustrates square wave signal 60, excitation signal 62,
and analog samples 64 of the excitation signal. As discussed
above, square wave signal 60 is generated by square wave
generator 14 (shown in FIG. 1), and converted to a sine wave
signal 62 by filter 16 (also shown in FIG. 1).

At step 30, excitation sine wave signal 62 is sampled by
sample circuit 21, which includes multiplexer 22, input filter
24 and A/D converter 26 (as shown in FIG. 1). In one embodi-
ment, the excitation signal is monitored for an entire period
although other sampling periods may be utilized. Based on
the sampling rate and fundamental frequency of the excitation
square wave, the number of samples per period is known. In
the embodiment shown in FIG. 3, twelve samples are taken by
period of the excitation signal. At step 32, controller 28 deter-
mines whether the last sample of the period has been
recorded. If not, then sampling continues at step 30. If the last
sample has been sampled, then at step 34 the excitation
counter 14 is sampled. The counter sample represents the
count the square wave generator uses to generate the excita-
tion square wave, and can be used to determine the start of the
square wave signal.

At step 36, controller 28 calculates an excitation phase
delay value 68 based on the sampled counter and the peak of
the sampled excitation signal. As shown in FIG. 3, the exci-
tation phase delay value 68 is the difference between the
beginning of the excitation square wave signal 60 and the
peak of the sampled excitation signal 62. The beginning of the
excitation square wave signal 60 is determined based on the
sampled counter value. The peak of the sampled excitation
signal 62 is determined based on a comparison of the sampled
analog signals to find the largest value. The excitation phase
delay value 68 represents the time delay between the start of
the square wave signal 60 and the peak of the excitation signal
62. The excitation phase delay value 68 is subsequently
employed by controller 28 to find the corresponding peak
value (although it may be in phase or out of phase) of the
secondary signals SINE and COSINE, shown in FIG. 4.

Steps 38 through 46 are described with reference to FI1G. 4,
which illustrates for the sake of reference square wave signal
60, SINE signal 70, analog samples 72 of SINE signal 70, and
secondary counter sample 74. The same operations discussed
with respect to the SINE signal shown in FIG. 4 would be
performed with respect to the COSINE signal to determine
the sign of that signal.

At step 38, controller 28 monitors the SINE signal 70
corresponding with second secondary coil 205. Once again, a
full period of the SINE signal 70 is monitored. At step 40,
controller 28 determines whether the last sample has been
received yet. If not, sampling continues at step 38. When the
last sample has been taken, then at step 42 the excitation
counter 14 is sampled.

At step 44, based on the counter sample and the previously
calculated excitation phase delay value, the expected peak 76
of sampled SINE signal 70 is located. The sampled counter
value is utilized to count back to the beginning or start of the
excitation square wave signal as indicated by line 78 in FIG.
4. The excitation phase delay value 68, previously calculated
to represent the distance between the start of the square wave
signal and the peak of the monitored excitation signal, is
likewise added to the start of the excitation square wave signal
to locate the likely peak of the sampled SINE signal 70. In
other embodiments, other methods may be utilized to locate
the portion of the sampled SINE signal that corresponds with

25

40

45

55

4

the detected peak of the sampled excitation signal. However,
because the sampled SINE signal may be either in phase or
180 degrees out of phase with the sampled excitation signal,
locating the peak is not a matter of simply locating the largest
value within the sampled waveform.

At step 46, the sampled peak 76 of the SINE signal is
compared with samples 180° out of phase with sampled peak
76. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 3, because twelve
samples are taken each period, selecting samples 180° out of
phase requires moving forward or backward six samples. If
the sampled peak 76 is greater than the out-of-phase sample
82, this indicates that SINE signal 70 is in-phase with exci-
tation signal 62 (i.e., positive sign). If the sampled peak 76 is
less than the out-of-phase samples 82, this indicates that
secondary signal 70 is out-of-phase with excitation signal 62
(i.e., negative sign). In the embodiment shown in FIG. 4, a
pair of samples (at times 0 and +1) located near the peak are
averaged together, along with the samples located 180° from
the peak (at times +6 and +7), and the averages are compared
to one another. As the magnitudes of the monitored signals
decrease, averaging the signals provides more accurate
results.

At step 48, the process continues with respect to the other
secondary signal (e.g., COSINE signal provided by second-
ary coil 20q), by monitoring the COSINE signal. In other
embodiments, the COSINE signal may be monitored first,
and the SINE signal subsequent to the COSINE signal. At
step 50, controller 28 determines whether the last sample has
been received, and continues sampling if it has not been
received. At step 52, once all samples corresponding to a
period of the COSINE signal have been received, the counter
is sampled. At step 54, the peak of the COSINE signal is
located based on the calculated excitation phase delay and the
counter sample. At step 56, the sign of the COSINE signal is
determined by comparing samples associated with the
located peak with samples 180° out of phase with the detected
peak.

The position of excitation coil 18 (i.e., of the resolver) can
be divided into four quadrants, as illustrated in the table
below. At step 58, the quadrant can be determined based on
the sign of the monitored SINE and COSINE signals. Based
on the determined quadrant, the resolver angle 6 can be cal-
culated according to the equations on the right.

SINE
Quadrant signal COSINE signal Resolver Angle 6
First Quadrant + + ARCTAN |SIN|
( |COS I)
Second Quadrant + - 180 - ARCT | SIN|
- ARCTAN
Third Quadrant - - 180 + ARCT | SIN|
* ARCTAN {5
Fourth Quadrant - +

360 — ARCT —l SIN|
B AN( COS|]

In this way, the present invention provides the ability to deter-
mine position of a resolver that is capable of positions greater
than 90 degrees. In particular, the present invention is appli-
cable to embodiments in which the excitation signal, and both
the first and secondary signals are not sampled simulta-
neously, but rather are provided through a multiplexer that
samples the signals one at a time.
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While the invention has been described with reference to
an exemplary embodiment(s), it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that
the invention not be limited to the particular embodiment(s)
disclosed, but that the invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A resolver comprising:

an excitation coil that receives an excitation signal;

afirst secondary coil that generates a first signal in response
to the excitation signal in the excitation coil;

a second secondary coil perpendicular to the first second-
ary coil, wherein the second secondary coil generates a
second signal in response to the excitation signal in the
excitation coil;

a sampling circuit comprising:

a multiplexer that samples at least one period of the
excitation signal, the first signal, and the second sig-
nal, individually, each of the first and second signals
sampled subsequent to the sampling of the excitation
signal, and outputs a multiplexed analog signal based
onthe excitation signal, the first signal, and the second
signal;

a filter that filters the multiplexed analog signal provided
by the multiplexer and outputs a filtered multiplexed
analog signal; and

an analog-to-digital converter that converts the filtered
multiplexed analog signal to a digital signal; and

acontroller configured to receive the digital signal from the
analog-to-digital converter and to calculate a sign of the
first signal and the second signal relative to the excita-
tion signal, wherein the controller determines the sign of
the first signal by comparing a determined peak of the
sampled first signal to a sample of the first signal 180°
out of phase with the determined peak of the sampled
first signal, wherein if the determined peak is greater
than the out of phase sample the sign is positive, wherein
if the determined peak is less than the out of phase
sample the sign is negative, and wherein based on the
calculated sign of the first signal and the second signal
the controller determines a quadrant of the excitation
coil and based on the determined quadrant and magni-
tudes of the sampled first signal and second signal cal-
culates a position of the excitation coil.

2. The resolver of claim 1, wherein the controller deter-
mines the sign of the second signal by comparing a deter-
mined peak of the sampled second signal to a sample of the
second signal 180° out of phase with the determined peak of
the sampled second signal, wherein if the determined peak is
greater than the out of phase sample the sign is positive,
wherein if the determined peak is less than the out of phase
sample the sign is negative.

3. The resolver of claim 2, wherein the controller deter-
mines the excitation coil is in a first quadrant when the sign of
the first and second signals is positive, a second quadrant
when the sign of the first signal is positive and the second
signal is negative, the third quadrant when the sign of'the first
signal and the second signal is negative, and the fourth quad-
rant when the sign of the first signal is negative and the sign of
the second signal is positive.

4. A method of determining position of a resolver, the
method comprising:
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6

monitoring, by a multiplexer of a sampling circuit, an
excitation signal provided to an excitation coil;
subsequently monitoring, by the multiplexer, a first signal
generated in a first secondary coil in response to the
excitation signal provided to the excitation coil;
subsequently monitoring, by the multiplexer, a second sig-
nal generated in a second secondary coil, perpendicular
to the first secondary coil, in response to the excitation
signal provided to the excitation coil;
outputting, by the multiplexer, a multiplexed analog signal
based on the excitation signal, the first signal, and the
second signal;
filtering, by a filter of the sampling circuit, the multiplexed
analog signal provided by the multiplexer to determine a
filtered multiplexed analog signal;
outputting, by the filter, the filtered multiplexed analog
signal;
converting, by an analog-to-digital converter of the sam-
pling circuit, the filtered multiplexed analog signal to a
digital signal;
receiving, by a controller from the analog-to-digital con-
verter, the digital signal;
determining, by the controller, a sign of the first signal with
respect to the excitation signal, and a sign of the second
signal with respect to the excitation signal, wherein the
controller determines the sign of the first signal by locat-
ing a peak of the sampled first signal and comparing a
located peak of the sampled first signal to a sample of the
first signal 180° out of phase with the located peak of the
sampled first signal, wherein if the located peak is
greater than the out of phase sample the sign is positive,
wherein if the located peak is less than the out of phase
sample the sign is negative;
determining, by the controller, a quadrant of the resolver
based on the determined sign of the first signal and the
second signal; and
determining, by the controller, a position of the resolver
based on monitored magnitude of the first signal and the
second signal and the determined quadrant of the
resolver.
5. The method of claim 4, wherein locating the peak of the
sampled first signal includes:
calculating an excitation phase delay value based on a time
difference between a start of a square wave signal used to
generate the excitation signal and a peak of the excita-
tion signal;
sampling an excitation counter during sampling of the first
signal to determine the start of the square wave signal;
and
applying the calculated excitation phase delay value to
locate an expected peak of the sampled first signal.
6. The method of claim 5, wherein determining the sign of
the second signal includes:
locating a peak of the second signal based on a peak of the
excitation signal; and
comparing samples associated with the located peak of the
second signal with samples 180° out of phase with the
located peak, wherein if the located peak is greater than
the out of phase samples then the sign is positive,
wherein if the located peak is less than the out of phase
samples then the sign is negative.
7. The method of claim 6, wherein locating the peak of the
second signal includes:
calculating an excitation phase delay value based on a time
difference between a start of a square wave signal used to
generate the excitation signal and a peak of the excita-
tion signal;
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sampling an excitation counter during sampling of the
second signal to determine the start of the square wave
signal; and

applying the calculated excitation phase delay value to
locate an expected peak of the sampled second signal. 5
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